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Schools Celebrate the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception 

 
     December 7th was the Feast of the Im-
maculate Conception. Contrary to popular 
belief, this is the feast day of Mary’s con-
ception not the conception of Jesus. Mary 
was conceived without Original Sin which 
was necessary for her to be able to give 
birth to Jesus later on. Due to Mary´s spe-
cial nature she has been named Mother of the Church. We pray to 
Mary for her motherly guidance and intercession.  

     On the feast of the Immaculate Conception the middle 
and high school students went to the Assumption campus 
to have Mass and celebrate with the elementary school 
students. After Mass, middle and high school students 
were paired up with an elementary student and they 
worked on an activity together. For instance, some of the 
8th graders worked on making a diorama of Mary with the 
2nd graders.  8th graders Frankie and Lilly said, “It was 
so much fun to color with them.  We really enjoyed visit-

ing Miss Shield’s class again.”  After the 
activity all students attended a dance per-
formance put on by the dance group 
Estrellas de Mexico. 
     Celebrating Holy Days of Obligation 
school wide is something that was imple-
mented very recently. The staff at Walla 
Walla Catholic Schools wanted to put more 

emphasis on these special feast days and en-
courage a sense of community throughout the 
school system. Elementary through high 
school students enjoy these days with each 
other and being able to attend Mass with their 
school community.     By:  Taryn Cox 
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Getting to Know Your Math Teachers 

High School Game Night Coming Up 

          The past couple years have been hard for 

a lot of people, especially teachers, so to help 
get to know the teachers we see everyday, the 
Tales of DeSales staff decided that for the next 
few months we will be asking different teachers 
about what they like to do outside of school and 
some of their most memorable moments in their 
years of teaching. For the month of December 
the staff focused on the teachers in the math 
department, Mrs. Hamada, Mr. Ebding, and Mr. 
Fazzari.  They were asked a few questions so 

that we can get to know 
them better. 
     First off, did you know 
that Mrs. Hamada used to 
work at McDonald’s, Take-
n-Bake Pizza, and as a 
seamstress at fiberglass 
workshop? Another cool 
thing about Mrs. Hamada 
is that she likes to crochet 
and make scrapbooks 
while she has time to her-
self outside of school.  Mrs. 

Hamada’s husband is Craig and she has three 
daughters: Megan, Nicole, and Emily. 
     After that is Mr. Fazzari.  He said that the 
way he started teaching is that he was first ex-
perimenting with jobs and grew to love it.  You 
could easily tell that by his 40 years of teach-
ing.  Another cool fact about him is that he de-

cided to join a Catholic school 
because he felt like he was 
called to do so.  He decided 
to get a job at WWCS and 
has been an integral part of 
our schools for many 
years.  Mr. Fazzari’s wife is 
Susan and he has four chil-
dren: Mathew, Danielle, Lu-
cas, and Shawn.   

     Lastly, Mr Ebding said 
that his most memorable 
moment in teaching was 
during Covid, even though 
it was a bit unpleasant.  It 
showed him how seeing 
his students and the other 
teachers everyday is a 
great blessing. Mr. Ebding 
said that his initial reason 

for wanting to teach is that he remembered 
when his father was a teacher. Mr. Ending loved 
seeing him be proud of his past students when 
they came to visit.  He has thoroughly loved 
the  opportunity to teach and coach at De-
Sales.  Mr. Ebding  is a Class of 2007 alumni.   
     Hopefully this will allow you to get to know 
your math teachers and see why they chose to 
teach, or what they like to do in their free time. 
Stay tuned to next month’s feature on the social 
studies department    By:  Frankie Healy  
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    Sunday, December 19 

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Open gym, Board Games, X-Box, 

Card Games, Snacks and Drinks 

Lots of Fun!  Come join us! 

 
Sponsored by the high school ASB 



Oxford School Shooting Troubles America 
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     Beginning this month, the journalism class is going to cover one 

current news topic each month. We are not editorializing any par-

ticular opinion.  We are reporting the news.  This month Izzi Parker 

looks at the Oxford School shooting in Michigan. 

 
      On Nov 30, 2021 a mass shooting occurred at Oxford High School in 
Oxford Township, Michigan. Four students were killed and seven others 
were injured, including one teacher. The suspect is fifteen-year-old Ethan 
Crumbley who was a student at the high school. The day before the 
shooting, a teacher spotted Crumbley searching online for ammunition for 
a gun that was used during the shooting.  It was bought as a Christmas 
present four days before. Ethan and his mom Jennifer Crumbley posted 
pictures of the gun and of them using the gun on social media.  
       On the morning of the shooting, the suspect's parents were called to 
the school after a teacher found an alarming note on his desk. The note had an im-
age of a gun, a person who had been shot, and a laughing emoji. The note also 
stated, “Blood everywhere,” and  “The thoughts won't stop. Help me.” His parents 
were told that they were required to seek therapy within forty-eight hours. After 
Ethan’s parents left the school, his mom Jennifer Crumbley texted him 
saying, “Lol I’m not mad at  you. You have to learn to not get caught.”  
       Later that day, the suspect first emerged from a hallway bathroom 
and started shooting at students. After reviewing security footage, offi-
cials say that Ethan did not seem to be aiming for anyone and the shots 
were random. At 12:51 p.m. authorities had received more than one hun-
dred 911 calls. Within the first five minutes of the attack, eleven people 
had been shot. Hana Juliana age 14, Madisyn Baldwin age 17, and Tate 
Myre age 16 all died on the way to the hospital in a swat car. Justin 
Silling, age 17 died the morning after the shooting. After the shooting oc-
curred, Jennifer Crumbley texted her son saying, “Ethan, don’t do it.”  
       There was talk from the prosector’s office that it might charge the parents of 
Ethan with a crime.  For a short while, no on knew where the parents were.  Later, 
Crumbley’s parents were caught hiding in a Detroit commercial building. It is be-
lieved that they were trying to flee to Canada.  On the Friday morning 
before they fled, James and Jennifer Crumbley took $4,000 out of their 
bank accounts.  
       When questioned, authorities say the shooting was planned “well 
before the incident”. Ethan was arrested and charged with one count of 
terrorism and four counts of  first-degree murder. Even though the sus-
pect is fifteen,  he was charged as an adult. Later, officials took a rare 
step of filing involuntary manslaughter against Crumbley’s parents. 
James, Jennifer, and Ethan are all being housed at the same facility. 
Ethan Crumbley is aware that his parents are in custody. Just this week 
the parents were brought to court and charged.   
      As of their arrest, the family is all being monitored under a suicide watch. The 
family is not allowed to have any contact or communication with each other. They 
are being held at Oakland County Jail.    By: Izzi Parker 



Helping Out Our Community 

       We all know that Christmas is the season of 
giving, and that is exactly how the Desales 
Catholic School celebrates it this year. First, the 
Students for Life Club put together a diaper drive 
where eighth graders through seniors brought in 
some diapers. All diapers donated are brought to 
Birthright which then gives them to any parents in 
need. Whatever class brought in the most diapers 
was able to decide whether they wanted to have 
an ice cream party or a breakfast party. The 
eighth graders won first place (18.1diapers per 
person) and the sophomores got second place 
(15.7 diapers per person).The juniors came 
in  third (10.7), the freshman  fourth place (10.7), 
the seventh graders fifth place (9.3), and the sen-
iors came in  last (3.6). 
     The DeSales leadership class also organized 
Christmas gift foster children tags where you take 
a tag which has some information about what the 
kid wants for Christmas, get them a gift and bring 
it back.  All gifts go to the foster kids of Walla 
Walla county. This is an extremely great way to 

give to oth-
ers. It allows 
you to pro-
vide gifts for 
those who 
can't afford 
them.  
     Lastly, another giving project is happening 
right now during the week of December 13th.  It is 
a food drive, arranged by the middle school ASB. 
The foods that were donated include boxed 
goods, canned goods, soups, rice and more. All 
proceeds go to BMAC’s (Blue Mountain Action 
Council) food bank. Class representative Frankie 
Healy said, “It’s nice to provide for the people in 
need during these tough times.”   
     As of press time, the boxes in the main foyer 
are becoming quite full.  We still have lots of room 
in the boxes in the high school hall, so, if you are 
able, please consider donating to our food 
drive.    By:  Sarah Auth 
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     Once again, we are focusing on ways in which we can help others.  This 

month Sarah Auth tells us ways in which DeSales has helped our community.. 

      The school play A Christmas Story was a resounding success with sold-out houses at each perform-
ance.  Director Eric Rohde even add extra seats each night due to its popularity.  Here are a few photos 
we wanted to share with our readers…. 

A Christmas Story Wrap Up 



 

 

Christmas Traditions Around the World 
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     The Christmas season has arrived! Many people around the world 

have different Christmas traditions and celebrations. In New Zealand, 
Christmas falls during the summertime so a number of their popular tradi-
tions center around casual cookouts and singing carols under the shade 
of the Pohutukawa, a coastal tree commonly used as a Christmas tree. 
Many people enjoy going to the beach or watching Santa parades and 
light show displays throughout the country.  Since it's warm, Santa can be 
seen wearing jandals (New Zealand sandals) and sunglasses.   
     When Christmas rolls around in Japan, the most popular and famous 
tradition is to go to KFC for Christmas dinner. Christmas isn’t a national 
holiday in Japan, however schools often close because it’s near the start 
of the new year. Another popular activity during the Christmas season is 
to visit Tokyo Disneyland and see all the decorations and parades. Tokyo 
Disneyland has a special Christmas season from the second week in No-
vember to Christmas Day. A Disney “style” Christmas might have also 
influenced the way Japanese culture celebrates Christmas as a fun and 
romantic time rather than a religious one.  
     Christmas is often known as “Jól” (Yule) in Iceland. Similar to the 
Twelve Days of Christmas in the U.S.A., Iceland celebrates the Thirteen 
Yule Lads. For thirteen nights, children are visited by the thirteen Yule 
Lads. If the children are good, they’ll receive candy in their shoes, but if 
they’re bad, their shoes will be full of rotten potatoes. The Yule Lads are 
dressed in traditional Icelandic costumes and their names hint to what 
kind of mischief they like to cause. Another tradition is that everyone re-
ceives a new piece of clothing and a new book for Christmas. A tradi-
tional Icelandic story is that the Christmas cat will eat you unless you 
wear a new piece of clothing on Christmas day.    
     There are so many traditions of this holiday around the world.  Would-
n’t it be great to experience some of the other countries tradi-
tions?       By: Lilly Haugen 

Wishing all DeSales 
families a happy and 

blessed  
Advent and  

Christmas Seasons. 
 

~DeSales  
Journalism Staff 


