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All Saints Day Celebration 

     All Saints Day is a widely celebrated Christian 
holiday. It first occurred in the reign of Pope 
Gregory III during 731 to 741. He dedicated a 
chapel in St. Peter's, Rome, on November 1 in 
honor of all saints. Since then, millions of Chris-
tains have been celebrating it by recognizing all of 
those who have become saints.  
    This year the Walla Walla  Catholic Schools 
celebrated All Saints Day where there was a half day schedule. All of the mid-
dle and high school attended Assumption School for an all school 
Mass.  While all of the DeSales students along with the third, 4th, 5th, and 
6th graders attended Mass at the Church, the kindergarten, first, and second 
grade classes streamed it online in their classrooms.   
     After that, each middle and high school class paired up with an elemen-

tary class to do fun activities. The 8th graders 
were with the kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade 
classes. Then, the freshman helped out the 5th 
graders, and the sophomores grouped with the 
6th graders. The juniors paired with the 3rd 
graders. Rounding out the groups, the seniors 
and 7th graders partnered together for the fun 

activities.  8th grader Tessa Klein says, “My fa-
vorite part was when we had recess because it was so fun to do it with the 
little kids and have a recess again!”  
     Lastly, the different groups took turns going into the gym to watch fun 
saint skits put together by Mr. Rohde and his drama students. “This was only 
their second time doing this at Assumption School and it went great!” said 
Mr. Rohde.  Following these events, kindergarten-
ers through seniors met back up in the church to 
pray the Litany of the Saints.  Overall, DeSales 
had a wonderful time pairing with the elementary 
school students and celebrating All Saints Day. 
They cannot wait to come back in December for 
the Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion.          By:  Sarah Auth 

 



 

Time to Give Thanks for Thanksgiving 

Veteran’s Day Celebrated at DeSales 

     As we 
move into 
the week of 
Thanksgiving, 
most people 
just think 
that Thanks-
giving is only 

about eating food and watching football, but they 
don’t know the origins of the holiday and how much 
it has changed over the past few years. 
     First, in 1863 President Lincoln declared Thanks-
giving as a national holiday to be celebrated on No-
vember 26.  Later, in 1941, President Roosevelt de-
clared that Thanksgiving would be celebrated on the 
fourth Thursday of November. 

    Next, some people 
assume that the first 
Thanksgiving was when 
the Pilgrims and Natives 
came together and ate 
some food, but what 
really happened was 
that the Pilgrims had a 
very bountiful harvest 
and since they usually 

have an annual feast for the fall harvest, they de-
cided to invite the Native Americans.  They wanted 
to make amends with the natives since they did not 
get off to a good start when they first landed in the 
Americas.  Numerous misunderstanding lead to dis-
trust on the natives part. 
     Another misunderstood detail is that a lot of peo-
ple think that the Pilgrims had the same food  we 
have today, like turkey, ham, stuffing, etc., but the 
Pilgrims had none of those things.  Instead, they had 
venison (deer) and assorted vegetables and sea 
foods like eel, lobster, mussels, onions, and carrots, 
which many people are surprised to hear when told 
this. 
     These are just 
a couple of mis-
understandings 
that people usu-
ally think of 
when they think 
of Thanksgiving, 
but hopefully this will help shine a light on some 
parts of the background of this fun, joyous holiday. 
Do some more research on this topic so that you can 

truly know what Thanksgiving was about.     
By:  Frankie Healy 
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    Veterans Day, which should be celebrated and appreciated, is a federal holiday in the 
United States observed annually on November 11, for honoring military veterans of the 
United States Armed Forces. This holiday originated in 1919 on the first anniversary of the 
1918 armistice that ended World War I and was known as Armistice Day. Veterans Day com-
memorates the veterans of all wars. Often confused with Memorial Day, the key difference 
between Veterans Day and the May holiday is that Memorial Day is intended to honor those 
who gave their lives in service of their country. Veterans Day, celebrated months later on 
November 11, is a day to express gratitude to America's service members, past and present, 
who served in both war and peace.  

      On Wednesday, November 10,  DeSales held their own Vet-
erans Day assembly with guest speakers World War II veteran 
Jerry Cauter and former Intel analyst Annie Guest. Jerry Cauter 
spoke on what life was like during World War II and at only six-
teen years of age he was drafted to help in Europe. Mr. Cauter 
served in the Merchant Marines. Our second speaker Mrs. Guest 
was part of the Guard and worked as an Intel for nine years. 
Mrs. Guest met her now husband Jeremy Guest while working in 

the Guard. After they married, she traveled with him around the country, for he was in active duty at the time.   A 
big thanks to both of these veterans for their service to our country.        By: Isabella Parker 



A Christmas Story Opens December 5 
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     A Christmas Story is rapidly approaching and this week's focus has 
shifted from just actors to the addition of our  stage crew. Anyone who has 
worked on a play knows how important the crew can be to the success of 
any production.  Mr. Rohde has assembled a quite capable staff to run the 
backstage. 
     Costumers, Macy Chvatel ,Lauren Williams, and Mrs. Rhode have finished 
the difficult task of assigning costumes to all actors with some actors needing 
multiple outfits. They also are busy coming up with hairstyles to go with each 
character. Props Mistress Janie Doohan has also started organizing the ex-
tensive list of this year's props along with help from Lauren Rohde including 
the iconic leg lamp and fragile crate. Dylan Grant and Maddie Wahl have al-
ready started getting their stage makeup kits together in preparation for 
Thursday's final dress rehearsal. More crew members include; Stage Man-
ager Erin Beck, soundboard operator Matthew Beck, and our stage crew 
Ryan Chase and Frankie Worden.  
      Make plans to see this incredible show.  Tickets are now available on a 
link through website for $10 general admission and a $2 website fee. The 
eighth graders will be taking donations for baked goods at intermission  in 
order to help fund their eighth grade trip.  
   Come support the Drama Department in December. The performances are 
December 3, 5, and 10 at 7:00 p.m. and the two afternoon performances at 
2:00 p.m. are on December 5th and 12th. Break a leg cast and crew! 
By:  Erin Beck 

    With all of the changes over the last two 
years at both Assumption and DeSales, one 
beautiful change happened at Assumption.  A 
faculty room was created in memory of Mrs. Jill 
Montgomery, 5th grade teacher at Assumption 
for over 20 years, who died in 2016.  Some of 
the upperclassmen at DeSales will remember 
having Mrs. Montgomery in 5th grade.  Many 

present and past students remember how much we all loved Mrs. Montgom-
ery and her enthusiasm for teaching.  She loved all of her students with a pas-
sion not to be matched.         
      The first room in the main hall of Assumption (Room 100) is now called the 
“Montgomery Room”.   The room is used by the teaching staff for meetings, 
class work preparation, running copies, and a place to sit and relax.  Due to 
the move of the 7th and 8th grade to DeSales, Assumption now has room to 
create a wonderful spot for all the teachers and staff. 
       A big thank you to Assumption teachers Julie Brinson, Jenny Wood, and 
Cathy Hamada for their hard work in creating this work space for teachers in 
Mrs. Montgomery’s name.   

In Memory of Mrs. Montgomery  



How to Help Out in the Community 

     With the winter months and holiday seasons 
quickly approaching, volunteer organizations are in 
need of help. There are many places in Walla Walla 
that are always looking for volunteers. From assisting 
with people in need to walking dogs, there is some-
thing for everyone.  
     The YWCA in Walla Walla is an 
association that works to help 
women and children out of do-
mestic violence situations. The 
Young Women´s Christian Asso-
ciation has a website that you can easily access and fill 
out a Google form if you are interested in volunteer-
ing. The YWCA´s current volunteer needs are an office 
assistant, cleaning of childcare toys, and distribution 
of event posters.  

  The local Birthright 
is another great 
place to volunteer. 
Their website has 

the information of people to contact if you are inter- 
ested in volunteering.  Birthright is happy to have any  
 

 
help as long as you share their mission of acceptance 
and a safe place for women in very difficult situa-
tions. The Students for Life Club at DeSales will be 
sponsoring a diaper/baby 
wipes drive the week of 
November 29 so please 
consider donating a pack-
age of diapers or wipes.  
     If you are good with ani-
mals and people, the Blue 
Mountain Humane Society would be a suitable op-
tion for you. BMHS has a wide array of volunteer posi-
tions ranging from exercising dogs to helping in the 
office. BMHS has a website with a survey to complete 
if you are interested in helping.   What would be more 
fun than playing with puppies and kittens? 
     It is never too late to get involved and start volun-
teering in your community. It has almost never been 
easier to get information and find the organization 
that fits your talents. Take the step and get involved 
today!     By:  Taryn Cox 
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     Once again, we are focusing on ways in which we can help others.  This 

month Taryn Cox tells us ways we can volunteer throughout the community. 

WEBSITES TO VOLUNTEER 

YWCA...ywca.org 

Birthright….birthright.org/wallawalla/ 

BMHS...bluemountainhumane.org 

CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE 

Week of December 13 through 17 

Bring 2 or 3 canned goods, soups, pasta, rice, boxed goods to help  

Blue Mountain Action Council (BMAC) and their food bank. 

DIAPER DRIVE 

Bring diapers or baby wipes. 

Week of November 29—December 3 

Class completion… Ice cream is the prize! 



 

 

Hallowstar….an Original Short Story 

 Page 5 

This is Junior Aiden Jousma’s third edition of a long running original short story.   
      Luna hasn’t seemed to know what any of the earth holidays are.. So I've been debating whether I should 
give her something for thanksgiving. Maybe I could make her dinner but I don’t have very much experience. 
This afternoon, Star walked out of Luna’s apartment insisting they’re leaving for no important reason and that 
they shouldn’t come with them. Somehow this was convincing enough to Luna that she would close the door 
behind them, giving them a little wave before Star wandered off.  
     They had no idea where to begin looking for ingredients; the space colony was vast but from Star's previous 
ventures and tours with Luna they could presume there’d be grocery stores or markets on ship. They ap-
proached a small service machine and pressed a few buttons, and shortly after it dispensed some sort of flying 
vehicle shaped like a scooter. Star wobbled onto it grabbing the bars for balance and soared off into the col-
ony’s bustling traffic. It was only a few moments when a cluster of stores caught their attention and Star 
swerved off the lane and parked in a large metal plaza.  
     Star entered a few stores that had alien foods unrecognizable for their holiday.. After a while of searching 
through unlegible food brands and strangely canned cereals they felt someone lift them up from behind. “L-
luna- I was um.” Star immediately recognized her soft big hands as she squeezed and spun them around. “Is 
another earth holiday?” Star looked down for a minute, but before they could open their mouth Luna under-
stood, “Instead of trying surprise on alien colony, why ask Luna for help ?” She snuggled Star until he replied 
“Thanks.” 

    One major part of World War II that many people overlook are the Japa-
nese American internment camps. The Japanese American internment 
camps were concentration camps that about 120,000 people were forced 
to live in for three years. On February 19, 1942, two months after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt signed the Executive Order 9066 
that resulted in the internment of 120,000 Japanese Americans. This order 
was issued in an effort to curb potential Japanese espionage after Japan's 
bombing attack on Pearl Harbor. After the order was announced, any per-
son who was at least 1/16th Japanese was evacuated to “Relocation Cen-
ters”. Many of these families had to spend three or more years in these 
Relocation Centers.  
     Each Relocation Center had its own “town”. Each consisted of schools, 
work facilities, as well as farming land for growing crops and raising live-
stock. They were also completely surrounded by barbed wire and guard 
towers. Net factories offered work at several of the Relocation Centers.  
     Violence sporadically occurred in the prison camps. About 1,862 people 
died in the internment camps, mostly from medical problems. Overcrowd-
ing and demoralizing living conditions created a space for disease to thrive 
and an immense need for physicians. The Japanese physicians that were 
placed in the camps worked day and night to keep people healthy.  
     The internment camps were finally closed in March 1946. Then in 1976, 
President Gerald Ford officially repealed the Executive Order 9066. In 
1988, Congress issued a formal apology and passed the Civil Liberties Act 
awarding $20,000 each to over 80,000 Japanese Americans as reparations 
for their treatment.  
     We have a few people in this school whose relatives were part of this 
black mark in history.  Mrs. Hamada’s father-in-law was placed in one as 
well as the great grandparents of Lilly Haugen.    By:  Lilly Haugen 

History Look…Internment Camps     Congratulations  
Hadley Dunham! 

  Wednesday, November 10 
was National Signing Day 
and our own senior, Hadley 
Dunham, officially signed to 
play softball at Seattle Uni-
versity next year. Many fam-
ily, friends, and coaches 
watched Hadley sign her 
letter of intent in the De-
Sales gym that after-
noon. Congratulations Had-
ley!  Your hard work and 
perseverance has paid off! 


