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    Though filled with work, 
Fourth Grade is also fun. Field 
trips, raising salmon, Christ-
mas concerts, and science pro-
jects are what makes fourth 
grade so exciting. 
    This year the fourth graders 
get to do new things such as 
raising salmon, learning about 
Washington State History, 
and having more time to 
spend with friends. Something 
very cool that the fourth grad-
ers say they have learned is 
that Mount St. Helens ex-
ploded from the side.  
    This year they are looking 
forward to doing science pro-
jects, performing in the 
Christmas concert, going on 
the field trip to release the 

salmon that they are raising, 
and having reading buddies. 
They have many fun things in 
store for this year! 
    Some new privileges the 
fourth graders are excited 
about include being on lunch 
duty, which will start after 
Christmas, and becoming 
reading buddies with a 
younger class. 
    Fourth grade is quite differ-
ent than third grade. To start 
off, they have much more 
homework, which makes it 
harder. They also went from 
being separated in two classes 
to becoming one big class. 
Now they have a larger class 
than last year. They are also 
learning a different subject 

called Washington State History 
and they have to get familiar 
with their new teacher, Mrs. 
Smith. 
    They miss third grade because 
it was easier, they had fewer 
spelling words, and they had 
more free time to work. Plus, 
although they like their new 
teacher, they still miss their 
teachers from last year. 
    Right now the fourth graders 
are reading a biography about 
women's rights, called They 
Led the Way.  
    Keep working hard fourth 
grade!!! 
 
By Elizabeth Ruthven 

  

Upcoming Events: 

December 14–  6th basketball game   

December 14 & 15– 7/8 basketball 
games 

December 14-18-  Food Drive 

December 15-  Preschool Program  6:00 

December 17– MS Choir/Band Concert 
at 7:00 

December  18– Parents’ Night out  5:00 
to 9:00 

December 22-  Red and Green Free Dress 
Day 

December 24– Jan 3—Christmas break 
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    How much do you know 

about the seventh graders and 

their activities? The main ac-

tivities with which people are 

familiar include volleyball, foot-

ball, and basketball, but with 

thirty-four students, there is a 

lot more going on.  

    The most popular activity is 

baseball with Tyler Jacobson, 

Chris Lopez, Michael Grant, 

Cameron Richman, Logan Cor-

deiro, Zach Crum, Daniel 

Schafer, Isaac Mata, Connor 

Richard, and Isaiah Scheel all 

playing. Gina Maiuri is in 

Wagonettes, 4-H, drill team, 

and she barrel races. Stacia 

Deal plays AAU basketball 

and barrel races. Hannah 

Grant is in Wagonettes, 4-H 

steers, and she also barrel 

races. Isaac Mata trains 

horses and rides them too.  

Hannah Leahy and Molli 

Lesko are both in AAU and 

Select Soccer. Montana Ar-

ceo and Isaac Mata also play 

soccer. Miguel Cortez and 

Daniel Schafer both enjoy 

fishing. Robert Kelly and 

    On November 19, 2009 Amy 
Arnzen left Mrs. Sutlick's room 
on a mission to talk to the new 
sixth graders, Joseph Musick, 
Daniel Healy, Nicholas Brown, 
William (Billy) Kohler, Kyler 
Dunn and William (Bill) Ferrara.     
    Amy asked, "Is it easy or 
hard to adjust to a new 
school?" Dan and  Kyler re-
sponded by saying it’s hard, 
where  Joe, Billy and Bill said 
it's been easy to adjust.     
    When asked the question, 
"How is Assumption different 
from your past school?", 

all said the kids are nicer and 
the school is smaller. Billy said, 
"Assumption has a better bas-
ketball program." 
    The sixth graders also dis-
cussed some of the challenges 
about attending a new school.  
Joseph said, "Getting to school 
on time." Dan and Billy chimed 
in, "The math….plus all the 
math homework." Bill said "It's 
hard getting used to a new 
school." Kyler and Nick said 
that they’ve adjusted well since 
starting here in August. 
    The last question asked  
was, "Where did you used to 

~ N ew  St u d ent s  I nv ad e S ixt h  G rad e~  

Dear Darla, 

What am I supposed to do? I don’t have time to do anything. 

 ~Homework Dilemma 

Dear Homework Dilemma,  

Homework can be difficult to finish when you have a lot. Try to have a good attitude when working. This helps you work hard and 

fast. Try to finish your homework right when you get home or right after school. If you take part in extracurricular activities, get your 

homework done before you go to practice or the event. If you don’t finish and know you won’t have time after you activity, you may 

want to consider skipping it. 

 ~Darla      

 

Dear Darla, 

  I have trouble managing my sports, my studies, and my social life.  HELP!!! 

 Busy Bee 

Dear Busy Bee, 

   Try to set aside the same time each day for homework, just like you do sports practices.  If you have weekend homework, try to get it 

done on Friday nights so that you have the rest of the weekend to hang out with friends. 

 Darla 

Dear  D arl a. . .  

Tyler Jacobson, Chris Lopez, 

all are in freestyle BMX. Kathia 

Jimenez dances in modern jazz 

and hip hop. Montana Arceo 

also plays football. Kris and 

Tyler both snowboard, while 

Michael Grant skies. Nathan 

Herman farms and Ruby 

Wachtel spars at the Karate 

Center.  

   There is a lot going on in sev-

enth grade. Stay tuned for our 

next issue when we feature the 

sixth grade. 

            By Camille Elmenhurst 

go to school?" Joseph went to  
Park City Academy in Utah, 
Kyler  attended Prospect 
Point, Bill and Joseph at-
tended Edison  Elementary 
School, and Dan went to St. 
John’s of Assisi in Seattle. 
Each new student makes an 
excellent addition to our 
school. 
    We heartily welcome the 
new six graders and hope 
their experiences at Assump-
tion continue to be good 
ones. 
                                                                                                                                    
By: Amy Arnzen 

"The name of 
the LORD is a 
strong tower; 
the righteous 
run to it and 
are safe." 
 
 

Proverbs 18:10  
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Bottom row:  Billy Kohler and Kyler 
Dunn 

Back row:  Nick Brown, Daniel Healy, 
Joseph Musick, and Bill Ferrara. 

Raptors Wow the Kids! 

    Lynn and Bob Tomkins from Blue 

Mountain Wildlife pose with Sage the 

Owl.  All of the students were riveted on 

their wonderful presentation of raptors. 



honor them at weekly mass?" Renée 
asked. 
    "Young people need to be honored 
and what a great way to be honored 
at Mass than to honor those who 
serve humbly and ask nothing in 
return," Mrs. Michels answered. 
    For our last question  Camille 
asked , "What are some of the acts of 
kindness we can all do to get 
caught?" 
    "Always being there when some-
one is in need, open the door, be a 
friend to someone, clean the lunch 
room, help with recycling to keep 
our planet clean, and open your eyes 
to see who or what is in need. Also, 
realize that you may never be recog-
nized." 
    After the girls questioned Mrs. 
Michels, they went to go ask Timmy 
Scheel(3rd Grade), Alvaro Campos 
(3rd Grade), Sadie Jones (3rd 
Grade) and Neriah Cortez (4th 
Grade), the top fish people, some 
questions. Timmy, Alvaro, and 

Sadie each have received two fish . 
Neriah has received three fish. 
    "How does it make you feel to be 
caught in the act of kindness?" 
    Timmy said, "It makes me feel 
glad,"  while Neriah said, "It felt 
good." 
    "What is some advice on how to 
get caught in the act of kindness?" 
    Alvaro answered, "We could be 
nice and help others," and Sadie 
replied "You could hold the door 
open for others. "  
    In all more than sixty kids have 
been caught in the act of kindness.   

    As you all know, the fish, 
which represent the people of 
the week who were 'caught in 
the act of kindness', are read 
every Wednesday at Mass. 
Who came up with this idea? 
Whose idea was this to read 
the fish at weekly mass? Renée 
Roach and Camille Elmenhurst 
went to Mrs. Michels, the 7th 
and 8th grade religion teacher, 
to find out. 
     "Who came up with the 
idea, 'Caught in the Act of 
Kindness'?" asked Renée. 
     "Miss Shields, Mrs. Wil-
liams, and Mrs. Acock had 
seen it done at another school 
and thought it would be good 
for us," said Mrs. Michels. 
    "How did the fish theme 
come about?" Camille asked. 
    Mrs. Michels replied, "Fish 
stands for Jesus, so you are 
caught acting like Christ." 
    "What gave you the idea to 

~ Caug ht  in  t he  A c t  o f  K in dn e ss~  
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~Home and School...Revealed At Last~ 

     Fundraiser, assemblies, 
and treats are some of the 
things that we all look for-
ward to. But who is behind 
these things? A group you 
don't hear much about….. 
Home and School. 
     Home and School is a par-
ent group that tries to enrich 
the school environment for 
students and their families. 
This group has been around 
for about twenty years. 
Home and School  is made 
up of Sarah Beechinor, the 

president; Julie Gerola, the 
vice president; Jackie Hoeft, 
the secretary; Chaundra 
Domiguez, the treasurer; and 
Catherine Worden, the par-
liamentarian.  
     All of the Home and 
School officers enjoy being 
part of our school and help-
ing with all of the fun activi-
ties. Some of the activities 
that they are planning are: 
having cotton candy and ice 
cream at lunch, a winter as-
sembly, and the staff break-

fast. Mr. Lesko says that 
Home and School spend their 
money wisely, which hope-
fully means more fun. Home 
and School were the ones who 
recently provided us with a 
Raptor Assembly and popcorn 
at lunch. They do so much for 
our school community and us 
students; they truly deserve 
our thanks.  
 
THANK YOU HOME AND 

SCHOOL!!! 
 
By Elizabeth Garner and Zach Crum 

    Mrs. Duncan….the one you go 
to for everything. She is there to 
help; she knows pretty much 
everything about our school. On 
November 20th Claire Conley 
and Elizabeth Garner ventured 
into  the office to discover what 
makes Mrs. Duncan tick. 
    Yvonne Ruzicka was born on 
June 6th in Tillamook, Oregon. 
As a kid she moved a lot; she 
even lived in Alaska. She went to 
seven different schools and was  

very shy.  When the time arrived, 
she graduated from Walla Walla 
High School. Mrs. Duncan is mar-
ried to Gerard Duncan, Sr. and has 
two sons Gerard, Jr. and Matthew. 
In her free time she enjoys reading 
and sewing. 
    Before she worked at Assump-
tion, she worked in the Imaging 
Department at St. Mary's Medical 
Center for  twenty years. For the 
past twelve years, she has worked 
here  at Assumption. Her favorite  

part about her job is working 
with the students. She loves 
watching us all grow and says 
that we are what keeps her go-
ing. 
    Thank you Mrs. Duncan for 
letting us interview you and for 
all you do for the school.  You 
are a true inspiration to all of 
us. 
 
By Claire Conley  and Elizabeth 
Garner 

~Mrs. Duncan: The Quiet Force Behind Our School~ 

Keep the kindness coming so 
you   can be caught. 
 
-By Renée Roach and Camille 
             Elmenhurst 

Caught in the Act 

of Kindness 

<—— 
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~ M id d le  Sch ool  B oy s  B at t le  in  B asket b al l~  

played the Liberty Christian Patri-

ots and won 40 to 14. Their No-

vember 17 loss against the Touchet 

Indians saw two players foul out. 

The boys played Sager again and 

experienced a devastating three 

point loss.  Once again, Emile 

Leconte led the team in points.   

   A highlight of the season oc-

curred on November 19 when the 

struggling eighth grade Irish 

Knights played the Touchet Indi-

ans.  Touchet led through all of the 

game, but with six seconds left in  

the fourth quarter, the game was 

tied 41 to 41.  Cameron Richman 

made a 3/4 court shot to win the 

game for the enthusiastic Irish. 

    A GREAT TURNOUT!  The 

seventh and eighth grade basketball 

team had a fantastic turnout of 

twenty-five players.  The coaches, 

Adam Driver and Keith Shelton, 

have been working with the teams 

on offensive and defensive skills 

and plays.   

    Andrew Gogl, Emile Leconte, 

Juan Cortez, Matt Jubb, Braden 

Kimball, Ben Miedema, Alexis 

Pena, Maclobio Robles, Benedict 

Wolpert, Andrew Elmenhurst, Tyler 

Jacobson, Isaiah Scheel, Cameron 

Richman, and Connor Richard 

make up the eighth grade team. 

    The seventh grade team consists 

of Kristopher Arellano, Paul Betts, 

Logan Cordeiro, Zach Crum, Mi-

chael Grant, Nathan Hermann, 

Tyler Jacobson, Robert Kelly, Jack-

son Kent, Christian Lopez, Lucas 

Lyons, JoJo Mason, Daniel  Schae-

fer, and Adam Tompkins. 

   TOUGH START TO THE 

EIGHTH GRADE SEASON...     

Their first game was a loss on No-

vember 9 against the Sager Raid-

ers.  Emile Leconte led the team in 

points.  On November 12, they  
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*What sound does a person make when they’re laughing their head off?  

 ...ha ha ha –PLOP!!!   -Ruby Wachtel-  7th 

*Why does a golfer wear two pairs of pants? 

 ...In case he gets a hole in one!  -Bailey Lesko– 2nd 

*Why does everyone want to hang out with a mushroom? 

 ...Because he’s a fun guy!   -Amy Arnzen– 8th  

*What did the banana do in the race? 

 ...He peeled out    -Anonymous  

~Its Just Funny~ 

Musick, Pablo Rodriguez, John Paul 

Sharkey, and Blase Wolpert.  

    With a record of six wins and no 

losses, the sixth grade boys hope to 

close out their season on a winning 

note.  Coach Gordon said, “I’m very 

proud of the hard work our team 

has done this season.  We’ve contin-

ued to improve with each game and 

our team has been rewarded with a 

good record. Hopefully, we’ll finish 

the season with a strong showing on 

Monday, December 14 at home.” 

Their last game is here on Monday, 

December 14 at 3:45. 

 

By Cameron Richman and Zach Crum 

   On November 23 both 7th and 

8th grade teams defeated Rogers 

by scores of 41 to 17 and 59 to 39.  

“So far the season has gone very 

well,” said coach Adam Driver. 

   Only the seventh grade team saw 

action against the Dayton Bulldogs 

on Dec. 1.  It was a well-fought 

game, but the Irish fell in a hard-

fought overtime loss.   

   The Knights looked for another 

win on December 3 against 

Rogers. Divided up into three 

teams, we saw Daniel Schaefer 

lead the third team  in points to a 

win, Andrew Elmenhurst lead the 

second team in points to a win, 

and Cameron Richman  scored 18 

points in a win over Rogers.   

   Come support them in their last 

two games next week. 

SIXTH GRADE ROLLS ON…. 

    Assumption welcomes new sixth 

grade boys’ basketball coach Mi-

chael Gordon to its ranks.  Players  

on the team include Andrew Alex-

ander, Nick Brown, John Crowley, 

Scott Kimball, Brendon Kmetz, 

Billy  Kohler, Cole Miedema, Joe 

Look for past issues of the Gazette on…. 

www.wallawallacatholicschools.com 

       …...Under òStudent Lifeó 


